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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,  10th  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970  (U) 
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1.  The  attached  report  Is  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in 
accordance  with  para  4b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  The  Information  contained  In  this  report  Is  provided  to  Insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  In  developing  training 
material . 


3.  Information  of  actions  initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Forca  Development, 
ATTN:  FOR  OT  UT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter. 
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STffiJECT:  Operational  Report  -  T^jssors  le^mert,  TOth  Comb'’t  Aviation 
B-ttallon,  Period  hiding  31  October  1970,  RCS:  CSF0R-65(R2) 


SEE  DISTRIPITTON 


1,  (C)  Opemtiona*  Signlfic'tnt  Activities 


a*  Historical  ©rents 

(1)  Diirlnf  the  period  1  Avgust  1970  to  3''  October  1970,  the  10th 

Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  provided  the  majority  of  aviation  assets  utili7ed 
by  units  in  the  seven  southern  provinces  of  2.  The  major  units  supported 
were  as  follows!  Task  Force  South  until  3  October  vrhen  support  t^nnincited 
due  to  its  deactivation.  9th  (’7hi+e  Horse)  ROK  Infentry  Division,  23rd 
Infantry  Division  I  Field.  Forces  Victnan  (IF^^O  ’rtillor',  the 

seven  D9A  of  lilliivp'  Region  2,  lFt|«  Engineer  Brigade,  "C”  75t'^  Rangers, 
and  5th  Special  Forces  Group, 

(2)  On  3  August,  the  10+h  Combat  'vlntion  B'’ttaljon  augmented  by 
eight  (F)  ir’'F  T-V-l’^'s  and  tvo  (2)  CJW.'TC’s  ^rom  the  52d  Battalion  Tifted 
elements  -'f  the  45th  Rngijncnt,  23rd  Irfaitrjf  Division  (ARVN)  fro»  Put  Ea 
'ang  into  14  landing  ^ones  in  the  vicinity  of  PP  197f7P.  f.  task  force  of 
17  U?’-l’''s,  eight  IT-lC's,  and  six  (6)  CH-47’s  inserted  llOOtroops, 

two  (2)  fire  .support  iasos,  and  7Q  tons  of  cargo.  Forward  refuel  and  rearm 
points  wore  established  at  Puon  E--’  Yang  by  the  Battalion  S-4.  On  13 
August  1^70,  the  .1.92nd  hsaavlt  Belicoptcr  Connanv  roloc'tcd  to  Phan  Rang 
Ur  3  sc  from  Ph-^n  '^hiet.  The  area  of  operations  Por  f'p  192nd  ’VC  romnins 
nLihBt-inti.?.riy unchanged.  On  the  17th  of  \uguot,  t’-a  Assault  Hcllroptcr 

Company  aided  by  the  2'^lst  Assault  Hciicontnr  Company  a-d  the  243rd  Assault 
Support  Helicopter  Company  staged  -n  apcr'tion  out  of  Puon  Eq  Yang  for 
the  45th  Regiment,  23rd  Tnf.nntry  Division  ('RIP').  626  troons  wero  inserted 

into  ’•Hn’apy  Valley”  in  the  vicinity  of  RP  30P0,  Ground  force  operational 
ro suits  arc  unknown. 


(3)  The  9th  ROK  Infantry  Division  initiated  oporatlon  Do  Kae  Bi  IB 
on  1  September  in  the  vicinity  of  BO  990  550,  Tbc  10th  Cenbat  Aviation 
E-ttnllon  inserted  elements  of  the  2Cth  Rngiment  into  mountains  M.W.  of 
Tiy  Hop,  935  troops  and  114  tons  of  cargo  ^^ro  Inserted  from  6  ?Z'n  into 
6  LZ'o,  Initial  simultaneous  gunsWp  props  and  insertions  were  Tadc  Into 
five  of  the  17*3  tar  ^  task  force  of  33  W-lH's,  12  UH-lC’s  and  seven  f7) 
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CH-47’s.  Gunahlp  roam  and  two  POI-  noint^  woro  cr.t  ’blt ahed  hy  PattoJicn 
S-4  p.nd  frmetionod  throughout  the  oper^^tion.  After  conolcticn  of  the 
troop  insertion,  specific  targets  uoro  att-cknd  bv  TIH-IC  nircrrft  usijig 
2»75in  flechott''  rockot*?  and  b’’’  CH-47's  droiming  sling  lo"ds  of  fugas 
fron  2000  feet  ‘GI,  This  vis  the  first  tiieo  that  the  Battalion  had 
drooped  fugas  on  enemy  cave  and  tunnel  complexes,  T-'nia  t  hi+s  were  accurato 
but  results  w^rc  urkrov/r.  Onor-t^or.'-i  rroultn  included  'he  following! 

2P  ennrav  KI‘,  13  small  ams  c''ntvrod,  and  two  ^2)  cravr  s'r*’od  weapons 
cantured.  Friendly  forces  sustalped  rino  (*l)  uornded.  Battalion  giTships 
vrero  accroditod  vrith  five  (5)  C  kilV^i  b"'^  dr,  10  VC  "aiindod,  one  rn 
mortar  destroyed,  and  tvm  P-40  rockets  destroyed.  Tho  40ti’  'ss.-tilt 
Holiconter  Company  and  2/3rd  'ssnult  Support  Felicontar  Company  assumed 
tho  rain  of  rosunplv  until  the  cxtr-'ction  was  pcrforr'od  24  Soptonbor. 

On  3  Sootembor,  the  155th  'ssault  V.li copter  Cap’^'n’a  avar'cnt~d  by  ton  (lO) 
tg'T  ll{-l”'n  began  an  insertion  of  tho  45th  Regiment,  23rd  Irfnntr’'-  Divisior 
into  tho  vicinity  of  ’.Pr5P0,  The  total  Task  Force  conclstcd  of 
Ifi  tlH-lP's,  6  Fr’-lC's  and  4  CH-47s.  Insertions  w^rc  completed  into  only 
three  landing  zones  of  the  proposed  nine  landing  zones  due  to  wcathar. 
Difficulties  with  Vih'J'  aircraft  caused  by  continued  bad  weather  dol.-yrd  the 
completion  of  this  opcr''tion  until  10  S^pt.onbcr,  Operations  were  conducted 
in  an  area  west  of  Pha  Trang  when  In-'-eiilgf.nce  revealed  an  oaemv  buildup 
In  that  area.  On  the  8th  of  Soptombor,  tho  22d  R''ngcr  Pattalion  (hRW) 
from  Ploiku  augnontod  by  *'C"  75th  Rangers  vfcrr  inserted  into  tho  mountains 
west  of  I'ha  Tr''ng.  15  liP-lF's,  six  (6)  tp'_ic’s  and  two  ^?)  CF-47’s  in¬ 
serted  537  troops,  22  R-^ngor  Pn  (‘.H’'’’)  I63  tro-ns  "C"  75t’^  Rngcr  (i’5), 
and  one  artillcr’'’  suppop+  t  so,  Twnty  eight  conh  t  rap'ultr  rrfira  i'lovn 
in  support  of  these  troops  through  17  Sontenber  I'^TO,  The  9th  RO’'  Infantry 
Division  Onorntion  Dong  Bo  18,  beg-’n  18  Gontombor  in  an  are  •'  west  of  Dong 
Ba  Thin  in  tho  vieinit’^  of  Rp  7r,30.  40  14  TT}^,ir,is  ^nd  six  C"-47's 

iroro  utilized  +0  insert  18^0  troops,  r  e  (3)  105  ’rtinoirr  piocos  ond 
32  tonvP  of  cargo  of  the  3Cth  Reginont  reinforced  by  clooents  of  tho  29th 
Regiment,  Ibc  opor'tion  was  staged  from  t'»o  pickup  zopos  into  13  lajiding 
zones.  Sirjulta.ncous  gunship  P'-on-^r-tions  opd  troop  insertions  vrero  mr.do 
into  five  (5)  of 'the  lording  z^rcs.  Phase  IT  ^f  tho  op- n  ti-'p  began  on 
29  Sop'' ember.  On  that  date  a  task  force  of  3/  eight  (8)  li’i-lC's 

and  four  (4)  C*’-47's  ext-roctod  1397  troopc,  three  (3)  artiUrr;'’  plocrs, 
ojid  65  tons  of  corgr  from  three  (3)  nickup  zones,  r, -eh  ''ith  o  G'n'-bilitr  to 
accom’-oda'^c  only  tw'’  (2)  oiroroft  into  six  (6)  landing  zonos,  Rron-'ration 
began  ten  days  prior  to  the  onc-r-tion  to  construct  ''andirg  7.onos  on  tw 
heavily  wooded  nountoin  tops.  This  was  accomplished  b7'’  the  Special  Forces 
Company  ’'j-kJ  RPCOF  Como-pv  of  +he  3fth  Rogirert,  9th  RO'"’  Inf‘’ntr7  Division. 
They  woro  assistod  ond  advised  by  tho  Pathfinders  of  the  10th  Avi ofi on 
Battalion.  Sevcrol  aircraft  came  under  fire  during  the  opor-ation,  but  only 
one  sustained  hits  -nd  inciu’rod  miner  fi'nagc.  Weather  w-s  rargSnol  in  tho 
afternoon  ard  prolonged  the  o pc rati 'n  until  sunset.  Ground  forces  h^d 
compiled  tho  following  statistics  the  ond  of  the  month:  82  tnony  KI4, 
one  (1)  POW  c^p+ured,  36  small  arms  c-’otured  and  fivo  (5)  crew  served 
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weapons  captured.  Pbaso  TIT,  the  oxtr'»ctlo*T,  to'^k  pTaco  on  3  October.  The 
155th  '.ssault  Helicopter  Corprjiy  lascirtrd  the  45th  RegLnent  of  tho  23rd 
Infantry  Division  (\KJ¥)  into  the  "Frppy  Vnllov”  (coord.in''tcs  PP4065)  '’roa, 
on  29  9cptcnbrr.  Tho  oncr'>tion  was  staged  out  of  Boun  Ea  Tang  ajid  the 
45th  Rcririent  rndc  r.  search  and  clear  swoon  of  the  area  sovthoast  of 
Pu''n  Ea  Yang.  Aircraft  received  ground  fire  in  tvio  of  tho  t«n  (lO)  T.Z’s, 
but  r.o  dano.gr  ■-'T  Injuries  t.icrc  experienced.  Results  r*'  tho  oprr''ti''n 
Wore  unknovn. 

(4)  Cn  9  October,  thp  155th  .’.ssault  Helicopter  Coopany  inserted  40® 
troops  of  the  45th  Rcrinent,  23rd  Tnf''ntrj’’  Division  (‘HVlO  fron  80  0/529*^ 
into  nine  (9)  landing  zones  north-east  of  Bonn  Ho  (coordinates  BQ  .105470) 
on  a  search  end  clc-'r  nission.  Results  vrerc  unloiown.  Tho  lOth  Corbat 
Aviation  Battalion  (-)  inscr+cd  elorents  of  the  2Bth  Rogiront,  9th  ROF 
Inf''ntra''  Division  into  .»-'ountalns  vast  of  Tuy  Hop  op  14  October  1®70  while 
suoporting  opcr'tion  D'  Kao  Bi  19,  t  task  force  of  25  ”H-l^'s,  eight  (8) 
HH-lC's,  end  tvo  (2)  CH-47's  insrr’cd  900  tro'ps,  one  (l)  4.2  arrtar  platoon 
.'•nd  70  tons  of  c-rgo  fron  six  pickup  ?,or,''s  into  six  (^)  landing  zones  in 
tho  vicinity  of  CQ  C/,44.  Daily  rcsunola''  w-'s  ''>r.rf''med  bv  the  i^th  'HC  oj«.d 
243  ‘-'5HC  vn’ll  the  extraction  on  24  Octobr.r  I'Y’O,  The  oocra+lor.-’l  results 
included  55  VC  killed,  13  sr.oll  air's  c’Dinred,  f-^ur  (4)  crow  served  wa-'pons 
captured,  and  rir.erous  hand  grenades  ’'V.d  .''rtillcra'  rounds  captured. 

(5)  Th.c  2''lst  *.ns"ult  Hclicontcr  Corp''ny  stood  d-'wn  op  30  October 
1970  ajid  begin  prcpo.rations  for  dcactlv'tion  op  1/,  Dccorbir  l^'^O, 

(6)  T'^c  lOtb  Corb-'t  'vl'-tion  B.^ttali'in  continued,  to  su’i'virt  ''rcas 
avay  fr^'r.  h.orc  stations  ui+b  RO^’  aircr-ft.  On  25  October  the  2BlEt 
.’.ssault  ^^olicartrr  Coipanj'' rro”i'’(y’.  an  ''V'^ation  o'.oVop-.  rf  6  H^-l^'s  epd 

2  ITi-lC's  to  su’-'pert  the  223th  Co’“b.''t  '.viatiop  r-tt.alion  at  fs\  Son  for 
an  Indefinite  neri'^d,  Tlic  I92nd  ’.s'^anlt  Hclicontor  Conpiny  begin  RO^’ing 
a  .picki.^c  of  9  I’H-lH's  iJid  2  H^’-lC's  it  Phan  'Hiict  da^li'  in  suanort  of 
■’hr.  1st  Br^  50th  Infintr”-  (H.S)  i.nd  ’’C"  Oi^oiny,  75th  Rirgr.r  B-ttaliin  (HS), 

'9'c  ®2nd  A.S'iaii''t  5'*licortrr  Co’”'iny  c  rtinimd  to  supo^rt  tho  lA'iCV 
A'^viseij  Tear  it  Bao  Ire  with  2  TTf-lC's  throughout  the  reporting  rcrled, 

(7)  Tho  339  /.DD  if  D'np  Pi  Thin  orovif’ed  on  air  trii'fic  control 
tov"  r  operit.or  in  .onooert  lorrc  ovi-tiop  battalion  oorro.tl"n.s.  ’’’’no 
air  trift’ic  controller  '.'-a  utilized  '"n  the  r.-j-r  ’lic’:  uo  zero  to  c'ntrol 
tbr  h(;"i.o'  v'Tuoc  if  '’ireraft.  ’’bo  b"ttoliofj  p-ithfindcr-  did  pot  h-v-  the 
training  or  experience  t”  adceuitoly  coptrcl  l.-iroo  nurbr"  ''i'  oircr"ft 
entering  the  on^'rooch  ont^  r^  fro'o  iniltl/lu  rllmctlons, 

(8)  Th.c  10th  Cio'b't  'v’ation  Battolion  Instituted  tw' training 
arogri.rs  during  the  miorting  ocri od.  Tie  Patt.allon  Pathfinders  hegnn  1 
h'lrcc  (3)  uhoso  or-''’.''ntitlir  to  ciioonics  erg  ge^i  in  oroviHirg  tbolr  own 
porincter  defense.  The  clioscs  include  ucrir.otcr  birricrs  and  alnlT. 
s^stens,  '..ffio^nn  faj.’.i liarlzation  and  General  .and  Sncclal  Orders,  The 
second  orogri.n  inx'olved  tho  nroscntition  of  clissca  to  the  ^2nd  'rtillrry, 
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9th  ROK  InO.-ntr;/'  Dl^dsi'^n.  Thonr  elassog  irf!TT)r''cd  f'c  tcobnioi’i'n 
cnrgo  sling  ins'"ccti''ns,  c'-p-bj lltirs  nr.d  llrl+nti'^rs  diffonnt 
rigging  conp^ncrts,  nrd  p  drr''rs+r'tlp'n  <'f  hi^r  r^g  ••'.rtlllrry  pl  ocn. 

All  helicopter  sling  cniiinncnt  pf  3Pth  Rcglncnt,  ‘^th  RCK  Trfo'ptr7’'  Division 
vns  insrecto'^  inc'mjvr.ction  vltVi  the  cl''ssoo. 

(9)  Tho  cncT’'-  continupnal^r  node  his  'Tosonco  ^cit  ir  tho  iOt'-' 
Conbot  ’.vi'’ti''n  B-'tto.li'^n'a  nrop.  '■f  <^ncrntion.  During  t'^p  r-rv-fting 
2P  nlrcr''ft  were  hit  by  oner;-''  flro,  flftoor.  (15)  wrr  hit  b  ’  oriall  '’.r»'3, 
nine  (9)  lo'  f'nti'’iror''ft  won^ons  end  five  (f)  were  hi'i'  b’’  of 

snail  o.ms  nrd  '’rtl''.lrcr‘'ft  '-'cinons.  42  o+Vrr  bnttolion  ^iror''ft  V'.'rc 
shot  nt  but  'iid  not  sustain  hits.  The  sniTO  irtonsity  nf  cner'*  fire  is 
expected  cor.tlnuG,  The  S-2  section  gr''nt  2P- secret  clcnr-’Ticcs  t^ 
oorson’^cl  in  the  b^tte.lion  and  62  ix;rs'nnol  rocelver’  s -crot  cicnrojicc 
vaildati'-ns  during  this  rf  '^''rting  period, 

b,  (U)  Cr-1'’n.gcs  in  IViit  Rlssion:  '^erc  were  no  c’^’-'erer  in  the  niss’on 
of  tho  10th  Conbat  ‘.vintion  Battalion  during  the  reporting  ’xriod, 

c,  (r)  Crg'*.nij’,''tlonn]  Changes:  T^c  363r'^  ’vn  Do"  (Div)  was  ait’o'’ed 

to  T'’3k  ^orcc  S-'ut’  when  -’'e  l°2n'’  V'C  cc'r’'‘'c“ted  it?  rove  to  ’‘han  Rong  on 
15  iUgust  1970.  The  lB3rd  Ttilltv  \irpl'’rc  Cor.oary  was  "ssigner^  to  i.hc  10th 
Conbat  Aviation  Battalion  cfr:ctivc  T5  October  1970,  >  oag-'nizotionol 

inforn''tion  sheet  is  att-'chod  as  Irclo>sure  1. 

d,  (IT)  Key  PorBonrnl  Chances: 

(1)  Or  1  -.ugust  1070,  I'ojor  >thur  R.  Griffin,  '’S  246-44-712't 
assured  duties  as  t''0  Bettallrn  S-3  ^tot'  T'njpr  Ror^no”  D,  I<  star,  I^'f, 
22q-50-'’563. 

(2)  Or.  1  '.ugust  ]9"’0,  Contain  C-ri  B'^rio,  '-C.  3°  -  40-4390, 
assured  i.bo  diw.iaa  of  t'^c  '.vi~tior  It-'Ho''!  OfOic'-r  fr''^'  C''.’^'''’ln  Stiles  T, 
Jewett,  Jr,  re,  355-36-0069. 

(3)  On  13  •■ugust  1970,  Can+  in  'm-l'i  C.  Sto-rr,  C*',  577-24-'^50 
'’ssured  the  duties  ef  B-'itplipn  Ch'’nl”in  fror-.  C'',’'t'’i»'  Ju-'U  S,  Fibres,  CT', 
316-58-4666. 

(4)  On  14  'ugust  1*^70,  C-ptair  Er'va'r"’  S.  Gn!lesr,criar,  CE,  3'’8- 
42-5143i  ossimod  the  duties  ef  the  ^"'■T'talior.  S-1  ^r'^r  C-'otain  Larry  R. 
Maddox,  Inf,  402-64-2718. 

(5)  On  20  ’.ugust  1970,  I'.ajor  Rod’^C”  D,  I^’ptcr,  To-f,  22^-50-7553| 
assured  c^o-and  of  the  92nd  '.ssaul'T  Rolic'^’^tcr  Cor*''’ny  fron  Vaj  r  P'bbj*  C* 
Mooro,  Inf,  435-/4-3470. 

• 
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SITJECT;  OT'cr.''.tlonol  Rc  trrt  -  Lcssonrs  Lcimc'^^  ]0th  C  nbat  Avlhtlon 
B-ttallon  Period  Fndlng  31  October  1970,  RCSt  CSF0R-65(R2) 

(6)  On  4  Septerbor  1970,  lit  Ronald  D.  Amit-pc,  VT,  06«- 40-9988, 
nssuned  duties  of  Ba-ftallon  S-2  fir'r.  Captain  Sc'^tt  C,  ’'r.vorly.  Jr,.  Inf, 
536-38-6010. 

(7)  On  10  Soo+rr.ber  1970,  Caotaln  'jT.old  C.  Stover,  C^",  577-24-4P50 
vas  nedcvaced  due  to  ro-occurTlng  back  Injuries  and  tbo  ror.ltl^r  of 
Battalion  Chaoiain  vn.s  vacant. 

(8)  On  25  Sop+or.bor  1970,  lit  Willinn  P.  Kurphy,  Inf,  461-84-3595,  ‘ 
nssvmcd  conrnnd  of  the  Pathfinder  Dct'‘chrcnt  fron  Wl  Robert  B,  Davidson,  W’, 
046-30-2712. 

(9)  On  1  Oct/'ber  1970,  Captain  Thon.as  A.  CoorGC,  CP,  259-26-f'll8, 
assivod  duties  as  Battalion  Cha-lain  and  filled  the  vac'^ney  loft  bap  Contain 
•'mold  C.  Stover,  CH,  577-24-/^50. 

(10)  On  1  October  1^70,  CTJ2  Donald  I.  Hale,  ‘.GC,  008-20-5860, 
as.suncd  tbe  duties  of  Battalion  Personnel  Offlcor  fron  C^  Janos  I,  Hcord, 

AGC,  458-58-2657. 

(11)  Or  12  October  1970,  Ca’^tnin  Bobl—  D.  May,  F',  293-30- 
assured  the  duties  of  Pattall''n  S-4  fr^n  C'ntaln  .'jidroi.t  M.  Merkel,  Ord, 
290-40-9889. 

(12)  Or.  16  October  l^^’O,  l-jor  ’Fillip  R.  Punting,  F^.,  221-24'-0004, 
as.suncd  cornar.d  of  the  48tb  Assault  Holic‘''tcr  0^,  fr^-i  Major  Pliili-  M.  Coaurts, 
Inf,  5Z1-40-6298  vrho  vras  woiffided  on  13  October  1970, 

(13)  Or.  17  October  1970,  M-jor  Eulus  E.  Eaams,  FA,  /,29-58-4651, 
assTined  c^nrand  of  the  243r'^  Assat'.lt  Supoort  Hclico-tor  Cor-p-ny  fron 
MaJ-r  Don-ld  W,  Rf^ck,  FA,  394-28-5127, 

c.  Unit  Stro-'gth 


•'.uthorized  .and,  oresf 

^rt  for  dutyt 

civili-T  ar.d  nilit-' 

rv  otrorgth 

of  31  October 

1970  is  listed  below. 

OFF 

WO 

TJJI 

TO'^AI 

MIIIT*.RY 

.’.T’TH/'.SGD 

AITH/ASGD 

.AIT’K/psGD 

/.DTH/..'.SGD 

Hl'C,  lOtb  C‘3 

20/27 

3/6 

85/105 

108/138 

130th  Mc^  Dot 

Vo 

0/0 

7/10 

8/10 

48th  "-HC 

19/16 

51/41 

218/184 

288/2/1 

286th  Med  Det 

1/0 

0/0 

7/6 

8/6 

92nd  ‘.HO 

19/18 

51/44 

218/184 

288/246 

155th  /J'C 

19/19 

51/48 

218/21'^ 

288/2 '’2 

8th  Med  Dc.t 

yi 

o/o 

7/8 

8/9 

•'83r'-^  R'.C 

32/26 

2/7 

89/87 

123/190 

l°2nd  'iJC 

10/17 

51/46 

218/185 

288/2/8 

198th  M.c'^  Dot 

1/1 

o/o 

7/8 

8/9 

243rd  '.S"C 

15/11 

26/17 

227/205 

268/233 

281st  AHC 

19/15 

51/40 

.P18/161 

288/216 

70TAI 

166/13|1  ' 

286/^49 

s  rnNiinViSTiAi 

1971/1758 
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SUBJECT:  Opornt'’ on-’l  Ilc’v>rt  -  losa'^-s  Ir;'>r''r:’,  10th  /.vlntii^n 

Bn.tt-'linn,  Pcri^'^i  E;  ^nr  31  Octcbor  1970,  PCS:  CSFCTU<.5(n2) 


cmLi;jT 

TIltIT 

DAC 

rn:/.‘.sGD 

vj; 

9Tf^/‘.SGD 

3FD  I'AT 
AIThyiSGD 

COrTRtCTCR 

/d’TIl/'SGD 

o/b 

raC,  10 '■h  C/J> 

c/o 

S/d 

b/o*' 

48  th  /MC 

1/0 

9/9 

0/0 

10/9 

92d  AFC 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

2/2 

155th  /:’c 

0/0 

14/13 

0/0 

0/0 

383rd  ItlC 

0/0 

1/0 

0/0 

0/0 

192(3  AFC 

0/0  • 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

243r-’  ASBC 

0/0 

8/8 

o/c 

c/o 

2Plst  '.FC 

0/0 

_ J/J _ 

_ c/o  _ _ 

0/0 

TCPAL  . 

nfa 

c/b 

32  Ai 

'^horo  WG’"c 
the  rcportlrg 

Toclirical  Urprosert 
porin'^. 

"'tives  ar^rklr.f 

.for  Pattadlor 

''t  th.c  cad  of 

f.  Mrcr''ft  St-'.tun  '■.s  <'f  31  Octrhcr  1070, 


UUIT _ 

HHC,  10th  c;i 
48th  AHC 
92f\  ABC 
155th.  :J^C 
1831^.  lUC 
192d  /*FC 

2431^  AS^'C  O/O 

22lpt./JiC _ p/o_ . 0/0 

TOTAL  ?//23  1/0 


0K-58A  i::-!'-  C!W:7A 

TH/  •■SGD  AiT^'/ASOD  ArTH/‘.SC.D 

3/3  0/1  0/0 

0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
o/o 
0/0 
16/16 

V7  0/'^  oo/io  p/o 

is'm  5/5  no/To?  16A6 


O-IG 

‘.uti:/asgd 

0% 

o/o 

0/0 

0/0 

24/23 

0/0 


U-6A  UII-IC 
‘■irTB/lSGD  MTr:/;.r.Ovn 


o/o 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

1/0 

0/0 

0/0 


0/0 

8/7 

?/'■ 

9/6 

0/0 

B/7 

0/0 


0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

o/p 

'ih 


22/21 

22/21 

22/20 

0/0 

22/'’0 

0/0 


g,  Orcrati'^n.'^.l  Statistic  a. 

_  _ _ 

So^IcTfI'-V  390  2.3,207 

ITours  Fln»m  120  6,0^1 

Troops  Uftod  0  27,977 

Cargo  Lifted  0  1,395 


Eneny  KPA(.5ii3p/Cor'fir' rd)  o/O  O/l 

S"jnp''ns(Dcst/l>v’arG''')  O/O  O/O 

Structia*G5(Dost/Dn.'''’f;f'd)  O/C  O/O 

/dreraft  Lost  0  1 

Aircraft  nar’agod  0  4 

.*4rcraft  Rocovered _ . .  P. _ _ _ _ _ P_ 


92d 

..1^. 

15,248 

17,180 

4,390 

6, 8/,  7 

7,414 

33,067 

6,120 

5,836 

4,437 

4,078 

2,245 

5,334 

22,510 

27,7<^6 

0 

16,1' 8 

16,390 

38,841 

513 

395 

c 

335 

8,356 

16Z. 

9/11 

0/79 

0/0 

0/5 

0/0 

0/7 

o/c 

o/c 

0/0 

0/0 

0/0 

o/o 

8/7 

c/c 

0/9 

0/7 

0/0 

0/0 

0 

0 

V. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

p 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

b 

0 
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AVBACB-AE 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  10th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS:  CSFOR>65  (R2) 

2.  (U)  Lessons  Learned:  Connander '  s  Observations,  Evaluations,  and 

Reconinendatlons. 

a.  (U)  Personnel.  None 

b.  (C)  Intelligence. 

(1)  Observations: 

(a)  The  enemy  continues  to  employ  his  forces  in  small  unit 
operations  in  the  lOth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion's  Area  of  Operations. 

Many  of  the  offenses  are  directed  against  the  Vietnamlzatlon  and  Pacification 
Programs. 


(b)  Capabilities:  The  enemy  is  capable  of  using  anall  units 

to  employ  and  direct  sapper  attacks  and  Indirect  fire  against  allied  installa¬ 
tions  in  the  Dong  Ba  Thin  and  Cam  Ranh  Bay  Area. 

(c)  Tactics:  The  enemy  continues  to  launch  his  attacks 
during  periods  of  low  Illumination,  and  particularly  during  poor  weather. 

It  Is  believed  that  the  enemy  uses  highway  QL-1  as  a  supply  route  to 
transport  materiel  to  enemy  locations  in  the  Dong  Bo  Woods  (coordinates 
CP004S)  and  the  Ba  Cum  Secret  Zone  (coordinates  BP  7630). 

(2)  Evaluation: 

The  enemy  has  the  ability  to  move  undetected  throughout  the 
area  and  possesses  the  ability  to  successfully  attack  allied  installations 
with  both  indirect  fire  and  sapper  attacks.  However,  the  enemy  will  be 
extremely  limited  In  his  efforts  if  we  remain  aggressive  and  alert  In  our 
actions. 


(3)  Recommendations: 

The  lOth  Combat  Aviation  Battalion  units  must  constantly 
Improve  and  modify  their  defense  posture  In  order  to  offset  enemy  plans. 
Variations  may  include  the  use  of  sentry  dogs,  sensors,  radar,  searchlights, 
changes  In  perimeter  fences,  H&l  fire,  visual  reconnaissance,  and  interior 
patrols. 


(4)  Command  Action: 

During  the  last  quarterly  reporting  period,  numerous  Im¬ 
provements  have  been  made  in  the  battalion  defenses.  Sentry  dogs  are 
now  being  used  on  the  perimeters.  A  search  light  team  utilizing  a  23" 
diameter  searchlight  mounted  on  a  %  ton  vehicle  is  being  employed.  Eight 
duffle  bag  sensors  have  been  approved  and  technical  assistance  will  be 
received  in  their  employment.  H&I  fire  is  employed  each  night  with  M-79 
fire  and  a  UH-IH  helicopter  equipped  with  a  xenon  searchlight.  Infrared 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  •  Lessons  Learned,  10th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS:  CSF0R-6S  (R2) 

detection  devices  and  a  door  mounted  minigun  is  used  to  provide  airborne 
surveillance  during  periods  of  darkness  in  the  Dong  Ba  Thin  area.  UlUlC 
gunships  are  on  a  two  minute  standby  and  provide  fire  on  call  to  augment 
perimeter  defense. 

c.  (C)  Operations: 

(1)  (a)  Observations: 

Due  to  the  language  barriers  between  allied  nations,  valuable 
time  is  often  lost  during  the  execution  of  combat  assaults  and  normal  re¬ 
supply  missions.  Lack  of  effective  communications  results  in  personnel 
and  supplies  being  transported  to  erroneous  locations. 

(b)  Evaluations: 

During  this  reporting  period,  a  requirement  was  Imposed  to 
have  an  English  speaking  observer  aboard  resupply  aircraft  and  all  flight 
leads  on  combat  assaults.  With  an  observer  on  board,  tactical  ground 
units  can  be  located  and  resupply  effected  in  a  transitory  situation. 
Previously  such  units  wasted  valuable  time  waiting  at  specified  locations 
or  missed  resupply  altogether. 

(c)  Reconinendatlons: 

That  coordination  between  the  aviation  unit  and  the  ground  unit 
be  made  so  that  an  English  speaking  observer  can  be  aboard  each  resupply 
aircraft  and  each  flight  lead  aircraft.  The  observer  will  be  able  to 
pinpoint  the  desired  landing  zone  and  identify  colors  of  smoke  thrown  by 
ground  units. 


(d)  Command  Action: 

Supported  unit  Liaison  Officers  have  been  directed  to  provide 
English  speaking  individuals  for  all  resupply  aircraft  and  for  flight 
leads  on  all  combat  assaults. 

(2)  (a)  Observations: 

CH-47  aircraft  have  been  employed  to  drop  sling  loads  of  fougasse 
against  point  targets,  such  as  tunnel  complexes  and  cave  emplacements. 

(b)  Evaluations: 

(1)  CH-A7  aircraft  are  lucrative  targets  as  they  fly 
directly  over  fortified  enemy  complexes  to  drop  the  sling  loads  of  fougasse. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  10th  Combat  Aviation 

Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS:  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

(2)  These  demolitions  are  not  fuzed  and  must  be  ignited 
with  tracer  fire  or  with  incendiary  grenades  dropped  from  a  chase  air¬ 
craft. 

(3)  The  chase  aircraft  must  fly  low  level  to  effectively 
ignite  the  fougasse. 

(4)  Aviators  on  low  level  chase  aircraft  have  difficulty 

in  locating  exact  fougasse  drop  zones  in  heavy  wooded  areas  and  hilly  terrain. 
Additional  aircraft  exposure  time  is  necessary  to  locate  the  dropped 
demolitions. 

(5)  CH-47  aircraft  have  no  sighting  devices  for  dropping 
napalm  on  point  targets  and  attacking  fortified  gun  emplacements. 

(c)  Recommendations: 

CH-47  should  not  be  utilized  to  attack  targets  such  as 
well  defended  tunnel  complexes  and  caves  with  fougasse.  This  ^ype  mission 
is  normally  assigned  to  USAF  tactical  aircraft.  U.S.  Army  personnel  are 
not  trained  and  equipment  Is  not  designed  to  execute  this  type  mission. 

(d)  Command  action: 

Coordination  has  been  made  with  higher  headquarters  to 
employ  CH-47  aircraft  to  drop  fougasse  in  only  the  most  closely  controlled 
conditions  against  undefended  areas  or  In  tactical  emergencies. 

f*  lagl  sties  t  None 

g«  Connmnloatlons  t  None 

h.  Material!  None 

1.  Other  I  None 


1  Incl 
as 


DISTRIBUTION; 

2  -  cutcusarpac 

2  -  CG,  USAn7 

2  -  CG,  let  Avn  B'io 

10  -  CO,  17th  Avn  Gp  (Cbt) 

1  -  Tile 
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PTfiCEDlrO  PA5E  3LANIUN0T  FHi«D 


/5  AVBILCB-SC  (13  Not  70)  1»t  Ind 

SUBJECTt  Op«ratlon«l  Raport  -  Laasona  Uamadi  Headquartara,  10th 
Crabat  ATlatlon  Group,  Parted  Ending  31  Oetobar  1970. 

Di,  HEADQOiRIZRS,  17TH  COMBiT  AVItTION  GROUP,  APO  96316  23  Oetobar  1970 

TOi  Dapartaant  of  tha  Amy  (ACSPOR,  DA),  Viaahlngton,  D.C.  20310 
CoBBandlag  Ganaral,  I  Flald  Forea  Vlatnaa,  APO  96350 

(0)  Thla  haadquartara  haa  rarlavad  tha  attaohad  raport,  eonaldara 
it  adaquata  and  eonoura  with  tha  oontanta. 

FOR  THE  COtMANCER: 


CFi 

CO,  10th  CAB 


Aaat  S.3 


/a/  Robart  T,  Bulaaon 
/tAOBERT  T.  BUISSON 

1LT,  FA 


Aaat  Adjutant 
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AVFA.GC-HIST  (16  Dec  70)  2nd  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Leaaons  Learned,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 

(Combat),  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS  CSF0R.65  (R2)  (U) 

DA,  Headquertera,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350 

TO:  Coonandlng  General,  lat  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384 

Thla  headquartera  haa  reviewed  and  evaluated  subject  Operational  Report- 
Lessons  Learned  and  forwarding  Indorsement  and  concurs. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


ILT,  ACC 
A«t  AG 


CF: 

1  -  CO,  17th  AVN  GP  (C),  (LESS  ORLL) 
1  •  CO,  10th  AVN  BN  (C),  (LESS  ORLL) 
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kmao  (16  0»e  70)  3d  Ind 

SUBJECTi  OptratioMl  Ruport-LMsons  LMmed«  10th  Aviation  tittUllon  (Combat), 
Ptrlod  fifidlnc  31  Oetobar  1970,  RCS,  CSFOR-65  (R2)  (U) 

UA,  Hoadquartorm,  lit  Aviation  brlgadi,  APO  96384  |g^| 

TOt  Conaondinc  Gamral,  United  Statai  Arnor  Viitnon,  ATTKt  AVHGS-UST,  APO  96375 

(U)  Thli  HMdquartiri  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Roport-Lesioni  Learned  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  1970  and  concurs* 

FOR  THE  CGPEAl’DERt 


ILT,  AGO 


AVHDO-DO  (13  Nov  70)  Uth  Ind 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  Lessons  Learned,  10th  Combat  Aviation 
Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  October  1970,  RCS:  CSFOR-65(R2) 

Headquarters,  United  States  An^y  Vietnam,  AFO  San  Francisco  96373  8 MAR  1971 

TO:  Commander  in  Chief,  United  States  Army  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

This  Headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessons  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  31  October  1970  from  Headquarters,  10th 
Combat  Aviation  Battalion  and  concurs  with  comments  of  indorsing  head¬ 
quarters  . 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


Assistant  Adjutant  General 


Cy  furn: 

1st  Avn  Bde 
10th  CAB 


CPOP-DT  (13  Nov  70)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned  of  HQ,  10th  Combat 

Aviation  Battalion,  for  Period  Ending  31  October  1970, 
RCS  CSFOR-65  (R2) 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  t4  MAR  '971 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department 

of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  concurs  in  subject  report  as  Indorsed. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


It.M.  OZAXI 
CPI,  A8C 
Asot  AO 
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UNIT 

LOCATION 

APO 

HQ,  lOTH  CAB 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RATI 

96377 

HQ  k  HQ  CO,  lOTH  C/.B 

Dong  Ba  Tliin,  RVI 

96377 

I3OTH  MED  DET  0/A 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RTJ 

96377 

339TH  ATI  DET(DIR) 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVI 

96377 

U8TH  ASSAULT  HELICOPTER  CO 

.'linh  Hoa,  R'UI 

9621*0 

286th  MED  DOT  0/A 

Ninh  Hoa, 

9621*0 

92 D  .\SSAULT  HELICOPTER  CO 

Dong  Ha  Thin,  RV  J 

96377 

155th  ASS/.ULT  HEI.ICOPTE'l  CO 

Uan  Me  Thuot,  RV  I 

96297 

8TH  MED  DET  0/\ 

Han  Me  Umot,  RVI 

96297 

183RD  UTILITY  MRPLA  IE  CO 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RV  J 

96377 

192 D  ASSAULT  HELICOPTER  CO 

Phan  Rang,  R”"! 

96321 

198th  ’ISD  DET 

Phan  Ran^',  RV  I 

96321 

2U3RD  ASSAULT  SUPPORT 
HELICOPTER  CO 

Donr  Ba  Thin,  RTI 

96377 

281ST  ASSAULT  HELICOPTER  CO  Uha  Tranfr,  RVU  9621*0 
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